Chronic venous insufficiency.
Like the noninvasive assessment of arterial occlusive disease, the various methods for evaluation of chronic venous insufficiency (CVI) can be divided into those that provide hemodynamic information and those that provide anatomic detail. The majority of noninvasive methods for evaluation of CVI are directed toward assessing hemodynamic events in large vessels by detecting abnormally directed blood flow, elevated venous pressure, increased limb-volume changes, or valvular reflux. B-mode ultrasound, the principal non-invasive method for anatomic assessment of CVI, defines either valvular incompetence, obstruction, or recanalization changes.